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thus gives the old fable an original and highly poetical turn.
Prometheus originated in 1773, the year in which Goethe began to study Spinoza. It is a document of this study. That for which Goethe had been prepared by the teachings of antiquity, and by Giordano Bruno, and which the mystics of the Storm-and-Stress period, Hamann and Herder, had developed into a precious faith, was established in his mind as a certainty by Spinoza: God and the world are one, and every individual is a part of the world-divinity. From this standpoint he could not admit that gods have a nature different from the human, are subject to special laws, and superior to man. Neither could happiness consist in submission to the gods; it must consist solely in being in harmony with the divine universe, into which state one must seek to enter by means of creation and love.
Goethe did not carry the play beyond two short acts. The well-known powerful soliloquy, which he later included among his poems under the title Prometheus*9 was probably intended to open the second act, the awakening of human life, and the present second scene was to be moved forward. Lessing became acquainted with the soliloquy as early as 1780, through Fritz Jacobi, and was pleased to note the Spinozism expressed in it. This gave rise later to a heated controversy over Lessing's Spinozism, which made the poem famous also from an historical point of view. Why the play was not completed is easily understood. It was not merely because in Goethe's poetic forest the trees grew so close to one another that one took away light and air from the other: it was hard for the poet to find a solution to satisfy himself. The burden of thought was too much in conflict with the realistic form, and for a symbolic solution the young poet was not yet prepared.
The fragment, with its unrhymed vers irr$guliers and noble diction, is radiant with the morning glow of the youth of mankind, which suffuses even the Titanic defiance with its soft, blending tones.
Beside the serious, our poet also gave wide range to the